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Candidate’s Questionnaire
Duval Street and Downtown
1.

Do you favor funding the Duval Street Revitalization Study in the fiscal year 2021 budget? Will you fund the recommended
improvements in the next year? Answer limited to 100 words.
RESPONSE: Part one of this question is easy, on the surface. As a sitting Commissioner, I of course do support it… but have
reservations across the board at much in the immediate future than someone not sitting on the dais would. Part two, I cannot
answer until the budget is studied in its entirety. However, I am not opposed to doing so, if possible. Realistically, this year is a
difficult year for anything new, no matter how much of an improvement it would be, if the cost is more lost jobs, fewer existing
services etc. Many other programs and promises are being pushed back by one year. While I support this, I would not oppose
this being one of those. Either of my opponents can give a more flowery answer than this one, because they’re not in that seat.

2.

What are your ideas for interim projects (before the Study makes recommendations) on Duval or Downtown that would make it
more pedestrian friendly and people oriented? Answer limited to 100 words.
RESPONSE:
Look at ways to make it more bicycle and pedestrian, not friendly, but attractive. I’m not opposed to some of the ideas so far
suggested. But, most of those would be better served to wait on the study results. One such idea, would be to tax credit shop
owners who lower tenant rents so that more local mom and pops can begin, and prices can come down, encouraging more local
patronage.

3.

Do you think removing all parking on Duval Street would enhance the downtown environment? Would you support an
ordinance that would allow parklets (benches or tables and chairs on a platform) to replace parking downtown? Answer limited
to 100 words.
RESPONSE:
Again, a double question that puts me at a disadvantage because I’m already there and may not tell you what you want to hear.
If we open our thinking to allow for increased capacity parking elsewhere and nearby, I then I have not problem removing
parking from Duval. To do so in advance of that discussion, is not good! I like parklets. But, in KW, we tend to take a good idea
that works in one area, then force it into another areas, where it may not be the best solution. If we avoid that all too frequent
mistake, yes!

Duval Loop and Public Transit
4.

Do you favor returning to a free Duval Loop for visitors to our island? Do you favor fare free rides on other City routes for
everyone? Answer limited to 100 words.
RESPONSE:
Finally, an easy one… still two parts, though: Yes! And Yes!!!
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5.
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Do you believe a third-party consulting firm should be retained to assist the City with branding and marketing the Duval Loop,
Key West Transit and Lower Keys Shuttle programs? Answer limited to 100 words.
RESPONSE:
I hadn’t thought of it, but, in the next fiscal year, certainly would consider it. Right now, not so sure. I’m sorry to be so vague in
some of these, but even before going into budget sessions, I have been concerned about the difficult yet unknown decisions we
will be making VERY soon! The problem is that none of us know exactly what they are or will be, due to a pandemic situation,
none of us have experience with.

6. Do you believe compensation of bus drivers should be increased to attract and retain a stable base of drivers?
Answer limited to 100 words.
RESPONSE:
Yes, I do… wholeheartedly! For some of our drivers, it’s not just the money. But identifying those other peripherals,
while increasing salaries is the right thing to do. Once again, my caution is whether this is the year to do it. We have
three unions who have all agreed to delay by one year, negotiations for wage increases.

Bicycle and Pedestrian
7.

Please name a few bicycle and/or pedestrian projects (they can be from the Bike/Ped Plan) you would vote to fund in your term.
Answer limited to 100 words.
RESPONSE:
I can come up with a couple immediately; Increasing the urgency for developing off street bike lanes where possible, installing
dedicated bike lanes where possible.

8.

How often do you ride a bicycle and for what purposes? How do you propose we get more people to bike and walk in Key
West? Answer limited to 100 words.
RESPONSE:
My bike crapped out on my last year. I’m hoping my wife will “surprise me with one for my birthday, which is right around the
corner. So, it’s been a while. But, I was getting into doing it at least a couple/three times a week!

9.

Do you believe increased traffic enforcement (speeding) will improve public safety for pedestrians and people on bicycles? Or
do you believe that infrastructure improvements will improve safety? Or Education? Perhaps nothing more is needed or
perhaps all 3? Explain how public safety should be accomplished. Answer limited to 100 words.
RESPONSE:
A concerted effort to educate, better enforcement of speeding and reckless behavior in or on every vehicle, needs to be a front
burner item. But, I’m always in favor of a system of education instead of or at least before enforcement in most cases.
Hopefully, which situations I’m referring to, are self-evident. I’m also never in favor of anything that is entirely developed by
laypeople nor those who are entirely developed by “experts.” I prefer ALWAYS, to include balance input from both before
conclusions could or should be made.
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Parking Strategies
10. Do you favor raising the price on Residential Parking Permits to the $35 proposed in the FY21 budget? And even more for 2nd
and 3rd vehicles? Do you favor going incrementally higher in future years? Answer limited to 100 words.
RESPONSE:
Cost of services increases are inevitable. Do I favor them? NO! But, would I consider them, depending on the impact on traffic,
safety of our citizens, our economic situation at the time and following whatever that decision might be? YES!
11. Do you favor instituting Residential Permit Parking by Zone so that the permit allows one to park near one’s own home? Answer
limited to 100 words.
RESPONSE:
Short (and honest) answer is no. I do not. But, I know that it works in other places, and we are past the point of having to do
something resembling that possibility.
12. Should the City hire more parking enforcement officers since it has been demonstrated that these positions are self-funding and
that residents desire increased enforcement efforts. Answer limited to 100 words.
RESPONSE:
Again, not sure if this will be something that we can consider in the immediate future, because of the unknown. But, I have
always felt that our police officers should take a more active role in ticketing as well. I don’t know that the immediate future,
will let us do this. But if the long term economy were to allow it, then, yes, I would support this.

GENERAL/CATCH ALL
What do you think of when you think of Car-Free Key West and its mission and how do you propose to make it easier and safer for
more people to bike, walk, take the bus and use streets and why do you think this is important? Limit 300 words.
RESPONSE:
When I think of Car Free Key West, I think of a group (or groups) of people, who enjoy the “less traveled” lifestyle, that is bicycle
friendly, walking encouraging, etc. these are all ways that are not just “multimodal,” but healthy. The easiest way to reach the
goals of this organization is to support ideas and suggestions that come from you. Where support is not able to be given, then,
communication as to how it can be made so, is equally important. This is the way I feel across the board with the way our city does
business. We should not be in the business of tell people what they can’t do. We need to be about finding a way to let them know
what they can!
In the end, it’s all important to us all! I think that by keeping and continuously updating the master plan, we will be moving in the
right direction. I am in no way nor by any means fooling myself into thinking that this can or will be accomplished right away. I am
willing to implement the most immediate needs as soon as economically reasonable. I am willing to support a continuous move in
the direction to helping our residents (and our visitors) to change their thinking about who we are for the benefit of us all!
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